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MARANATHA CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

PARENT-STUDENT HANDBOOK
GENERAL INFORMATION

MCS HOURS

The MCS hours are from 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Classes begin promptly at 8:30 a.m. All students should arrive at least 5 minutes before school begins. Classes are dismissed at 3:00 p.m. Students should not be on the school grounds prior to 8:15 a.m. or lingering after 3:15 p.m., unless they are involved in school-related activities. Excessive tardiness or failing to cooperate with the school dismissal time may result in a parent-teacher conference.

ACCOUNTING

Tuition. We recognize that most parents who send their children to a Christian school do so at a personal sacrifice. Therefore, we have attempted to keep the cost of tuition low. However, MCS is accountable for the provision of teachers’ salaries, and your prompt payment is absolutely necessary.

Tuition is due on the 1st of each month, beginning in August (10-month plan) or September (9-month plan) and ending in May. Tuition which has not been paid by the 10th of the month will be considered past due. If tuition remains unpaid through the end of the month, parents must arrange to meet with school officials to remedy the situation.

Consistently supporting and active members of Calvary Chapel will be afforded a $20-per-month ($10 for half-day) discount, per student. Anyone wishing to pay the entire tuition in advance will receive a 5% reduction of the annual tuition cost.

The tuition schedule is as follows:

Children
Annual 
Tuition
Monthly Payments*
(One-Time) Registration**

1st child
$1,300
$130 or $144.45
$25

2nd child
$1,100
$110 or $122.23
NA

3rd child
$900
$90 or $100
NA

4th & up
No Charge
No Charge
NA

* Payments: On either a 9-month or a 10-month plan.

** Registration Fee: A $25 one-time, per-family registration fee will be charged each new family for costs incurred.

The tuition for children attending kindergarten (half-day) is $750 annually ($75 or $83.34 monthly) per child.

Payment of monthly tuition is not based on services rendered that month, but rather is a way of making the annual tuition costs less difficult to pay.

Curriculum Fee. The annual curriculum fee this year is $360 per full-time student ($250 for half-day students). The fee is due immediately (but no later than September 15).

All nonconsumable books and materials will be the property of MCS and will be returned at the end of the year in good condition. A fine may be charged for lost or damaged books and materials.

ENROLLMENT & ADMISSIONS POLICIES

Maranatha Christian School is an outreach of Calvary Chapel of Crawfordsville. We are dedicated to the provision of a Christian education alternative for the local body of believers. Parents who desire a Christian education for their children may submit an application. Applications are available at the MCS office. Prior to admission, the parents will have an opportunity to meet with the school faculty and discuss any questions or concerns they may have.

All student files must be complete prior to the first day of school. Each file should contain:

1. Student Enrollment Application

2. Immunization records

3. Photocopy of Birth Certificate

4. Parent release for prior school records

5. Registration fee of $25 (per family, one-time fee)

6. Receipt of payment for September tuition

7. Blanket Field Trip release

8. Release to administer medication

9. Emergency records information

Children enrolling in kindergarten should be at least 5 years, 9 months old before the first day of school.

MARANATHA CHRISTIAN SCHOOL'S NONDISCRIMINATORY POLICY

Maranatha Christian School admits students of any race, color, and national or ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally accorded or made available to students at the school and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, and national or ethnic origin in administration of its educational policies, admissions policies, scholarship and loan programs, and athletic and other school-administered programs.

EMERGENCY & HEALTH PROCEDURES

If a student is injured or becomes ill while on campus, a teacher or staff member should be told immediately so that appropriate measures of first-aid can be taken, and so that parents can be contacted if necessary.

FOOD SERVICE

Since MCS is a closed campus and lunch is not provided, students must bring their lunch from home. Microwaves are available, but because of the student-time ratio, use of the microwaves must be limited to 4 minutes per student. Because the Calvary Chapel kitchen supplies are not available to MCS, dishes, silverware, etc., must come from home.

INSURANCE

Student accident insurance is provided through the Association of Christian Schools International (ACSI). Parents will be provided with the necessary forms should they 
need them.

SCHOOL JOBS

Each student will be responsible for helping to keep the school clean and safe. The students will do about 15 minutes of cleaning each day and will alternate cleaning duties. Helping to keep the environment safe will contribute to each child’s accepting of responsibility and cooperating with others.

TEXTBOOKS

Textbooks are provided for all students. The curriculum fee that is paid to MCS covers these expenses (as well as Achievement Testing, ACSI membership fees, and Speech Meet entry fees). At the time of book distribution, students should: (1) Pencil their name in the space provided inside the front cover, and (2) Keep all books in designated storage containers when not in the student’s personal possession. Students are required to bring their own paper, notebooks, pencils, etc., to class each day. In addition, students are expected to bring their own Bibles to Bible Class each day. A list of student and community supplies will be made available for specific supplies needed.

PERSONAL ELECTRONICS

Radios, CD players, mp3 players, other music players, cell phones, and portable game devices are to be used only during a student’s normally scheduled free time (lunch or break) or with a teacher’s permission. They should be turned off at all other times. MCS reserves the right to restrict the music or games used on these devices when not in harmony with our Philosophy of Education.

SPIRITUAL GUIDANCE

spiritual condition for enrollment and continued attendance at
maranatha christian school:

· Each student at Maranatha Christian School needs to have a desire to walk with the Lord, and grow closer to Him.

· Each student must agree that if this is no longer the case, they will resign their position in the school.

· They should expect to get “Spiritual Checkups” periodically where MCS staff will ask about their walk with God.

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be filled.
Matthew 5:6

BIBLE CLASS

The spiritual aspect of a person’s education is our highest priority at this school. To help minister to our students, we will hold a Bible Class each day.

PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION

We recognize that God has given the parents of each child the responsibility of training them in the way they should go. Therefore, MCS will provide a quality academic education and support system to the Christian family, from a Christian perspective, based upon the principles set forth in Deuteronomy 11:18-19 and Romans 12:2:

“You shall therefore impress these words of Mine on your heart and on your soul, you shall bind them up as a sign on your hand and they shall be as frontals on your forehead. And you shall teach them to your sons, talking of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk along the road and when you lie down and when you rise up.” Deut. 11:18-19

“And be not conformed to this world, but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” Rom. 12:2

Children eligible for grades K-12 will be provided with a religious, nondenominational education structured through the “multi-level classroom” concept. The focus of the school is to encourage the development and growth of all students and their personal relationship with God at home, at church, at school, and in the community.

It is the intent of MCS to serve as members of a team (which includes parents, family, the local body, and the Christian body in general) in the nurturing and training of the students.

ACADEMICS

CURRICULUM

Maranatha Christian School offers a curriculum based on a Christian perspective of education. Scriptural principles will be integrated into each area of subject matter. Students will be able to master the basic understanding necessary for functioning in today’s world. MCS’s goal for all students is that they have a positive desire to learn and are able to carry that desire on to all aspects of life.

METHODS & MATERIALS

We believe that God is interested not only in academic goals themselves, but also in the ways we reach these goals. Therefore, we will be continually evaluating the best textbooks available, and will be using those most consistent with Biblical revelation. The greatest majority of our materials will come from various Christian education publications. However, in any area where we know some other textbook best meets the needs of our students, it will be used.

Our goal is that our teaching methods would be the same as those of our Lord: discipline, reproof, correction, exhortation, training, and Godly example. We are looking for continued guidance in the choice of educational tools by which we all prepare our children to meet life’s responsibilities now and in the future.

PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES

Evaluation is an ongoing process by both the parents and the teachers at MCS. It is our aim that you become involved in that evaluation process. In keeping with this goal, we will schedule parent-teacher conferences whenever it seems beneficial to the progress of a student. Parents, in turn, are invited and encouraged to contact us for a conference whenever there are questions or concerns.

ATTENDANCE

ABSENCES

We take our responsibility for your child’s welfare and whereabouts seriously. Roll is taken daily. Regular attendance in all classes is one of the greatest contributing factors to success in school. Please keep this in mind and schedule all outside activities after the regular school hours.

Upon return from an absence, a student must bring a written note from his parents/guardian, stating the reason for the absence. The note should be submitted to the office before school begins. Also, please call the school as early as possible if the student is to be absent that day.

DISCIPLINE

Listen to counsel and accept discipline, that you may
be wise the rest of your days.
Proverbs 19:20

The Scriptures exhort us to discipline our children because of our great love for them. This philosophy should be a hallmark of a Christian education. One of the most important lessons a child can learn is the proper response to authority. To accomplish this task, it is our goal to set discipline guidelines that are enforced consistently, fairly, and lovingly.

At MCS, we want all students to know that they are loved. However, love does not allow the practice of disobedience. Godly love sets the highest of standards for people and motivates them to love and good works. That is the goal of all the discipline at MCS.

Although rules and discipline are necessary for building Godly character and for the efficient functioning of MCS, we also operate under the Grace that our Lord Jesus Christ has bestowed upon each of us. James 4:6 states, “God resisteth the proud, giveth Grace unto the humble.” We follow these scriptural guidelines in our discipline procedures at MCS, giving grace in those situations where a student’s actions merit discipline, but his humble and repentant spirit moves us to give him grace.

DISCIPLINARY STEPS

Steps of discipline apply to all actions outside the standards set forth, including before and after school hours. Methods of correction at school may include the loss of privileges or repetitive writing of scripture or standards related to the behavior in question. If further steps seem appropriate, we would discuss this with the student’s parents.

PROBATION

It is our desire that every student remains at MCS. However, we will not tolerate students who continually disrupt the schools’ academic program, or fail to apply themselves in the classroom. A student, therefore, can be placed on probationary status for disciplinary or academic reasons.

SOCIAL CONDUCT

All things are lawful, but not all things are profitable, All things are lawful, but not all things edify. Let no one seek his own good, but that of his neighbor.
I Corinthians 10:23-25

In this passage, the Apostle Paul is exhorting believers not to abuse their liberty in Christ. We are to behave in a manner that would not cause another believer to stumble, or hinder the influence of Jesus in the life of the unbeliever, even though the believer’s actions may be innocent of wrongdoing. All students are expected to abide by the Biblical standards of conduct, off campus as well as on campus.

It is our opinion that any public display of affection between students (boyfriend, girlfriend) is not appropriate. As dating relationships develop between students, a special sensitivity must be taken by a couple concerning the welfare of their personal walks with the Lord and the walks of others with whom they come in contact. There is nothing inherently wrong with holding hands, hugging, etc., but one must be conscious of the appropriateness of such behavior on the school campus and its impact on oneself and others, such as the younger students.

Interpersonal relationships should be beyond reproach and should draw people closer to God, not cause them to stumble and fall away from Him. Each student should be personally responsible for the integrity of his relationships and any outward display of affection. The staff and administration at the school will deal with inappropriate behavior on an individual basis.

DRESS CODE

The dress and appearance of the students at MCS should be consistent with the school’s educational purposes and with the image we desire to project to the community, or to visitors coming into the school. The manner of appearance of our student body and staff will serve to either glorify or discredit our great God and Savior Jesus Christ. First and foremost, we look to the parents to help students make correct decisions about appropriate clothing. Below, we have outlined basic parameters which will be enforced:

1. Dress should be characterized by neatness, moderation, and modesty.

2. The following are examples of things that will absolutely not be allowed on campus:

· Hats or T-shirts that advertise secular rock groups, alcohol, drugs, or sex

· Painted hair or extreme or unkempt hairstyles

· Bare feet

· Low-cut, off-the-shoulder, midriff exposing, or any revealing clothing (including short shirts)

· Very short skirts or very short shorts on girls (should be at least finger-tip length)

· Skin-tight pants or bike shorts (bike shorts are allowed under an acceptable pair
of shorts)

· Jewelry on boys, including chains on belts

· Face or body piercing

The school administration reserves the right to make all final decisions regarding appropriate dress and grooming. Anyone arriving at school inappropriately dressed or groomed will be counseled regarding appropriate dress, the parents will be notified, and the situation will be remedied.

TRANSPORTATION

MCS does not provide a bus system for the students.

GROUND RULES

Please adhere to the following guidelines:

1. The speed limit on the property is 10 mph.

2. Any auto-related abuse, such as reckless driving, taking other students for a ride without permission, or not following the rules, will result in the loss of the privilege to drive to MCS.

3. All vehicles (including bicycles) must remain on the gravel driveway area, not on 
the grass.

We recognize the fact that in many instances a student must drive to school because of the parents’ work situation or travel distances. Students are not allowed in or on vehicles during school hours.

ACADEMIC STANDARDS

Adopted by the MCS School Board 4/9/96

Section I—Definition of Academic Probation

At the discretion of the administration, a student may be placed on academic probation whenever any of the following conditions occurs:

1. Grade point average falls below 1.75 (“C–”) for any grading period. This grading period will be considered part of the probation period.

2. A student receives a “D” or lower for two consecutive grading periods. The probation period in this case will include the second of these two grading periods only.

3. A student receives two or more grades of “D” or lower for any single grading period. This grading period will be considered part of the probation period.

Note: Habitual failure of a student to turn in acceptably completed daily class assignments is deemed sufficient reason to lower a grade for any class to “D,” even though the overall average may be 70% or higher.

Section II—Correction of Academic Probation

To correct a condition of academic probation, the student must meet the following requirements:

1. Maintaining a grade point average of 1.75 or higher for the next two consecutive grading periods.

2. Receiving no grades of “D” or lower for the next two consecutive grading periods.

Section III—Expulsion

Under any of the following conditions, a student may be expelled from MCS:

1. A student on academic probation has not met requirement 1 of Section II.

2. A student on academic probation has not met requirement 2 of Section II.

3. A student remains on academic probation for more than four consecutive grading periods.

4. A student remains on academic probation for more than four grading periods in one school year.

Section IV—Appealing Expulsion

An expelled student and/or that student’s parents may petition the MCS School Board and administrator for reconsideration of the expulsion in the case of extenuating circumstances.

IN CONCLUSION...

Maranatha Christian School was created as an alternative choice of education. We recognize and respect the fact that we are not the only choice. But for the students whom God places here, we consider it a privilege to provide them the best education we possibly can. Please feel free to contact us with any questions you may have.


In His Service,


MCS Board and Staff
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He who began a good work in�you will perfect it until the�day of Christ Jesus.


Philippians 1:6
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